Items for preparation of student leadership team
ACSI Student Leadership Conference
Vajta, Hungary; September …

Possible Schedule
	Monday		departure from school
arrival in Budapest
Tuesday	sightseeing in Budapest
			evening at hotel
Wednesday	school work
	13:00 bus trip to Vajta conference center
Registration. Conference begins at 5:00 dinner, 7:00 session
	Thursday and Friday: conference activities
Saturday	breakfast at camp
Bus to Budapest
Sightseeing and shopping 
Evening activities
	Sunday 		debrief and worship time as a group
			Lunch and departure
			arrive home
	
Responsibilities at conference
	Active involvement in all group activities, sessions and discussions
	Be in bed ON TIME!
	Leading discussion groups (_ of our team)
	Networking and idea sharing with other schools and leaders
	Sit with new people every time at meals
	Developing personal leadership plan for my own growth as a leader
Develop a School Action Plan to present on Friday evening as a group
	
Questions to help me prepare for SLC:
Does God love me? How do I know? And if so, does He have a purpose for me?
Am I willing to obey Him and follow His plan for my life?
How do I know His plan will be what is best for me?
Am I a leader? What is a leader? 
Why might I benefit from attending a leadership conference?
Is leadership learned at a conference or somewhere else?
What is expected of me at this conference? How can I use what I learn when I return home?
What is expected of me and our group after the conference?
What kind of person do I want to be at this conference and afterward? 
Uninvolved, detached, observant, interactive, participating, initiating or leading
Am I afraid of anything when I meet new people or new situations? 
Am I intimidated by language, color, gender, appearance, age, talent?
What can I pray for now in preparation for SLC?
	Are there areas in my life that need attention now?
	Are there relationships that I can deepen to help me understand people?
	Am I open to new ways of thinking and doing things?
	Can I find someone to really connect with in each new situation?

To benefit from the main sessions and workshops:
1. Understand the basic biblical/Christian vocabulary in English.
2. Be willing to ask questions when you don't understand.
3. Think about how this teaching or idea applies to your life and circumstances.
4. Use the new information soon so that you will remember it by teaching someone else or applying it to something you face now.



To benefit from the student discussion groups:
1. You must be willing to be uncomfortable! If you love to talk - listen! If you are shy - talk! This is the only way you can learn together and grow.
2. Don't assume you have the only answer OR that your idea is not important. Your answer is always important but the purpose of the group is to share ideas and learn from each other.
3. You must be at all your group's sessions and use all of your time! You can't benefit from the group unless you are participating with active listening and sharing.

Making contacts, networking
Who to talk to
		anyone who looks friendly or interesting
		anyone who looks lost or confused 
	When to talk to them
		look for opportunities!
		Small groups at mealtimes (split up!)
		during breaks
		not after hours
	Ideas and Questions to ask others:
		type of school, size, location
			What activities do you have available there?
			Any service or leadership opportunities?
			What is happening there to encourage you spiritually?
			What opportunities are there to have ministry in the community?
		Why did you come to this conference?
			What do you hope to learn here?
		family life, work
			What is unique about your family?
			What do you like about your family?
What do you wish was different?
		travel and to where, 
Where have you traveled?
What were the people like there?
			What should I definitely plan to see in your country?
How well do you know the country, language, people of the country you live in?
	

Introduction to Hungary: its people, language and culture
	A brief overview of Hungarian geography
[image: http://abouthungary.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/hungary.jpg]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hungary has a population of about 10 million, most of whom live in one of the 9 major cities (Budapest, Debrecen, Szeged, Miskolc, Pécs, Győr, Nyíregyháza, Kecskemét or Székesfehérár) each with over 100,000 people. Hungary has 3 major regions, Transdanubia (hills west of the Danube), the puszta or Great Alföld (great plains east of Danube) and the mountainous region in the north with about 93,000 total square km of land. It is land-locked by 7 countries: Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, Romania, Ukraine and Slovakia. It also boasts Central Europe’s largest fresh water lake, the Balaton, and 2 major rivers, the Danube and the Tisza.

Basic language structure and origin:
The origin of Hungarian (Magyarül) is probably a now extinct people group from near the Ural Mountains that migrated south and west until settling in the Carpathian Basin in the late 800’s. It is connected to Finnish and Estonian, through the only similarity there is in its structure. About 300 core language words come from the original, central Asian people group but the language developed as they moved west and has borrowed root words from Permic, Turkic and Slavic language groups. As a whole, the beginner will not be able to recognize any similarity in word roots or in grammatical construction.

People’s Names:
All names in Hungarian begin with the family name and end with the first name. It is uncommon for someone to have more than two names.

Grammar and Construction:
Usually, the word of greatest importance is placed at the beginning of the sentence. This is made possible by word endings which signify case (somewhat similar to Greek). Ex: the accusative or object of the sentence always has a “t” at the end of the word. “Egy kolat kérek” (literally: A coke I want.).

Vocabulary is built on root words, which expand to express location, direction, possession, etc. with suffixes.  These suffixes are added to genderless nouns and variable according to the allusive rules of vowel harmony.
	Plurals are indicated by a final “k” and a vowel link if necessary (-ek, -ok, -ak).
	Adjectives precede the noun (unlike the romance languages!).
	Negatives are formed by placing “nem” (no) before the verb.
	Verb infinitives all end in “ni” as in “enni” (to eat) or “inni” (to drink).
	Demonstratives are “ez” (this), “ezek” (these), “az” (that) and “azok” (those).


Memorize a verse in Hungarian:
	Filipiek 4:13 (négy, tizonhárom) “Mindenre van erõm a Krisztusban, aki megerõsít engem.” (listen)
Pronunciation:
Stress is always on the first syllable and all the letters are pronounced with some designated double letters.

Pronunciation guide
[image: ]
Historical Sketch of Hungary:

Roman Conquest initiated by Augustus, who through the first century A.D. fortified the area along the Danube with castles to create a buffer against the eastern barbarians

Defense of this area was given to the Vandals who fell to the Huns in 430.

Attila the Hun ruled till his death in 453, which left the area without unification.
	
Magyar tribes moved into the Carpathian basin in 896 under Árpad, the elected leader of the seven tribes, these are now the proclaimed (though greatly diluted) ancestors of today’s Hungarians. 
	
Árpad’s great-great-grandson Steven (István) applied to Pope Sylvester for recognition, and on Christmas day of 1000 was crowned as a Christian king and began to convert his subjects with the help of Bishop Gellért (whose statue overlooks the Erzsebet Híd)
	
István Kiraly was canonized after his death and his mummified hand and crown are considered both holy and national relics (the hand is in Szent István basilica and the crown is in the Parliament)
	
Mongol tribes invaded under Khan in 1241, devastating Hungary before their withdrawal a year later.
	
The Árpad dynasty ended in 1301 with the death of András III complicating the domestic power struggles until the Anjou dynasty triumphed in 1310 followed by gains in economic stability through gold mining.
	
This brought peace, expanded trade, expansion and a growth in population during the 1300’s 
	
Invasion by the Turks was delayed by János Hunyadi, a Transylvanian warlord who inflicted the Turks with stunning defeats in the mid 1400’s
	
A coup was staged in 1458, which put Hunyadi’s son Mátyas on the throne.
	
Mátyas Corvinus is remembered as the “Renaissance King” for his statecraft and multiple talents under whom justice and learning flourished (the national publishing company is “Corvinus”).
	
With the death of Mátyas Kiraly, the nobility took control and exploited the peasantry inflicting a harsh repression of the uprising of 1514 under György Dózsa.  This left 70,000 peasants dead.
	
Decline accelerated with corruption and incompetence until the invasion of the Turks in 1526.
	
The Hungarians suffered a catastrophic defeat at the battle of Mohács, losing the army, its commanders, and the King.

To prevent the Turkish conquest of Vienna, King Ferdinand (a Hapsburg) proclaimed himself king and occupied western Hungary. The Turks occupied Buda and central Hungary. Sultan Süleyman “the magnificent” made Transylvania an autonomous principality under Hungarian rule.  You can read about this fascinating period in Egri Csillégok (The Stars of Eger).
	
This 3-part division of Hungary continued for the next 150 years with warfare against the Turks and more exploitation of the peasantry
	
The Protestant Reformation had lasting effects in parts of Hungary but the Hapsburg rule took the side of the Counter-Reformation. The Turks were indifferent to the issue and treated all with distain
	
The Ottoman Turks were finally evicted in 1699 but Hungarians continued fighting against the Hapsburg rule until their exhausting defeat in the War of Independence (1703-1711 led by Ferenc Rákóczii).

The Hapsburgs continued to rule even through the 1848 Revolution which brought a “Dual Monarchy” in 1867. Hungary however was still tied to the fortunes of the Austrian empire.
	
Hungary was forced into World War I by its association to the Central European powers and then gave up 70% of its land and 58% of its population (32% of Hungarians) to the Successor States (Romania, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia) in the Treaty of Trianon (Paris).
	
Fascism and anti-Semitism grew in the intervening years as Hungary mourned the loss of its territory and gained some back under cooperation with Nazi-Germany.
	
The Nazi occupation of Hungary began in March of 1944 and Jews were forced into ghettos to await their deportation to Auschwitz and Belsen.
	
An underground group was organized, and a surprise armistice was declared on Oct. 15th which led to the plundering of Hungary by the Nazi troops and the native Arrow Cross Fascists.

The destruction of the Budapest bridges and further systematic destruction compelled the Russians to lay siege to Budapest and retake Hungary under a provisional government in April of 1945.

The Soviets then began to tighten their control until the 1956 uprising against the rule of force imposed by the Communist Party.

A staged Soviet withdrawal on Oct. 29th delayed further action until the Russians brought in tanks and troops from Romania and the USSR. The Soviet attack began under cover of a snowstorm on Nov. 4th and armed resistance was crushed within days forcing many of the intelegencia to flee the country while thousands were jailed or executed under the reestablished Party control.  You can read Michner’s The Bridge at Andau or Bill Lomax’s book:  Hungary 1956.

Economic and social problems in the 1980’s led to the rise of reformists and the peaceful end of Communism in Hungary with the May 1988 Party Congress.

In Oct. of 1989, the Communist Party reconstituted itself as the Hungarian Socialist Party, dissolved its private militia, and announced the legalization of opposition parties as a prelude to free elections.

Hungary now has a prime minister and Parliament, somewhat similar to the British system of government without the decoration of a royal family.

Hungary entered the European Union on May 1, 2004 but still retains use of their native currency, the Forint (HUF).
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